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dreams, we were wakened on a sudden with an astonishing
account that the Spaniards had left Cadiz, and, without any
interruption from the Britons, were taking in provisions at
Ferrol.

This disappointment of our expectations did, indeed, dis-
courage us, but not deprive us of hope; we knew that the
most politick are sometimes deceived, and that the most
vigilant may sometimes relax their attention; we did not
expect in our commanders any exemption from human
errours, and required only that they should endeavour to
repair their failures, and correct their mistakes; and, there-
fore, waited without clamour, in expectation that what was
omitted at Cadiz would be performed at Ferrol.

But no sooner, sir, had the Spaniards stored their fleet,
than we were surprised with a revolution of affairs yet
more wonderful; Haddock, instead of remaining before
Ferrol, was drawn off by some chimerical alarm to protect
Minorca, and the Spaniards in the mean time sailed away
to America, in conjunction with the French squadron that
had been for some time ready for the voyage.

If we consider the absurdity of this conduct, it cannot
but be imagined that our minister must send Haddock false
intelligence and treacherous directions, on purpose that
the Spanish fleet might escape without interruption. For
how can it be conceived that the Spaniards could have
formed any real design of besieging port Mahon ? Was
it probable that they would have sent an army, in defence-
less transports, into the jaws of the British fleet? and it
was well known that they had no ships of war to protect
them. It was not very agreeable to common policy to
land an army upon an island, an island wholly destitute of
provisions for their support, while ari hostile navy was in
possession of the sea, by which the fortress which their
troops were destined to besiege might be daily supplied
with necessaries, and the garrison augmented with new
forces, while their army would be itself besieged in a barren
island, without provisions, without recruits, without hope
of succour, or possibility of success.

But such was the solicitude of our admiral for the pre-